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1. Prior to King recent departure for Istanbul and 2urope, he 

stated to Sasir fiifai th: t Jordan is bodlv in need of a Bian strong 
enough to hold its faltering government together and hinted that 
Hifal wight be the man to fill the bill, Kifai inferred from this 
that a tentative offer of tlie pest of ?ri;io Uiuister had boon made* . 

2. Samir Rlfal is widely regarded as one of the two Jordanian leaders 
capable of organising und waing&iuing a strong and effective govern* 
ment (the other being Tavrfiq Abul Uuda, a recognized British favorite, 
presently not acceptable to the Jordanian public* } Kifai is 
eompetent, hard worldlng, not violently anti^forpign, and possibly 
bettor disposed toward the Amsricaus than tbvTurd tpje British. 



Source Comcionts: 



% Source obtained this Infomatlon in a c:.nfidential conversation virith 
Abbas hirzih, a ppominent Circassian leader and Cove: meant official 
concerning whoa inforaiation has previously been submit ted. Source 
states that llirzih is a close fi’iend of Sajnir Plifai and that he 
UUrzlh) hates the British. 

NOSTRIL states that Subject once stated to Mm timt ”PQint IV would 
malce Jordan a paradise if it .vers not for British interference.” 



Sub-Source Comment ; 

NOSTRIL also reported that hirzlh made the statements paraphrased 
in the following paragraph. They are presented as a "Sub-Source 
Comment" because while they are quite probably Hlrzih*s honest 
opinions, tliey raay noo be in every respect true. 

Queen Tlain io e close friend of Jordan >s current Prino Minister 
Fawzi hulqi. It is anticipated that the iiulql Cov3i:'nment,a weak 
one, will fall shortly after the return of King iiusayn aad the 
opening of Pai'liament on or about 1 November 1953. The Queen 
represents flulqi*s main aup .^rt at point and she may make 

(ovor) 

COi'M^ROL U.S. OfFIClALS ONLY 

DECLASSIFI ED AND RELEASED BY 
CENTRAL I 'T'L' ISFffCE AGENCY 
SO URC £S MET 10 1 ') EXEL P T I ON 3B2B 
NAZ I WAR CR IMEb i) I SCLOSURE ACT 
CATE 2005 




COfl^i.OL U.S. OvIiClALJ Jr.‘Lr 



Sectet 

l^Ji\-^45gHiA2^^feeptora^ 1953, Page 



2 




a determined eTPort to prevent the acceptance ol iiio resignation. 
The t;naen'9 ultimate strategy Tor insuring British compliance 
with her demands is to thret»ten to loevo the country, telling 
the world at large that sbo vms driven out by the British. 

Rifai I7I.3 one oT tlia iridlviduels ;vho helped oatablish Amir Waif 
as Regent immediately followiri;'^ tho p.ssaoslnatlon of King Abdullah. 
British Ambassador Klrkbrida begged Rffp.l to keep tlie position of 
Prime Minister and reform the Cabinet* tiifai refused because ha 
did not wish to put himself in tho position oX' being a tool of 
tho British. 



Source Comnontr (Ths i’ollowinf: interesting, if somev/hat disjointed^ ’ 
analysis, is purely li05TRIL*a own, and is offered only 
for what It niay be worth. HOST . IL is, after all, in 
close touch with ^Id Mufti, Abbas Mirsih, and certain 
other prouilnont Jordanian lyolitf^idnav) 

MOSTIilL Stated tl^t the above report is not n0co3sar|:ly in conflict 
with his previous report to tho effect that the offered 

tho Premiership to Bald Mufti., It is quite concelwable that the 
King made a specific point<-blank offer ~^to Kufti and at the same 
time made a tentative or exploi'atory offer to Klfal. WOSTHIL 
believes that Mufti will be given first oI>ance at the position but 
rejteratCB that ilufti may well refuse it on the ground that he will 
have no connection with a Government v/hlch Is to be in power durl^ 
a period in wlilcb negotiations with Israel or the possibility thereof 
aal^t be opened. If the British conclude that the country is in too 
weak a condition, because of its sinking economy and past maladznlnia* 
tration, llioy mtiy insist on iUfa.l as prime Minister in order to 
bolster and stabilize the sent rf a>ithority. 
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